
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Arts in Strongsville 
 
  
Your Project Title: 19th Annual A Day at the Chalet 

Your Project Summary: A Day at the Chalet is a free outdoor interactive family arts festival that focuses on 

hands-on children's activities that foster fun with, and appreciate of, the arts. It is held annually at the 

Cleveland Metroparks Chalet Recreation Area, in Strongsville. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Arts in Strongsville meets the funding criteria through their 

proposal: 19th Annual A Day in the Chalet. They show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully 

engages the community through various interactive projects.They have built meaningful relationships with 

residents and community partners such as the Cleveland Metroparks. They are accessible and inviting to 

their community as they have been a free event for the past 18 years.They clearly demonstrate artistic and 

cultural vibrancy by engaging a diverse team of arts and cultural professionals, qualified to complete the 

project. These projects are bound to inspire youth in these communities to think creatively and/or differently. 

They appear to have organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage this project. The YouTube 

video was very useful to grasp the magnitude of the event (number of attendees and activities) as well as 

gauge its reputation and well organized event. They seem to have an engaged and diverse Board of 

Trustees, staff, and core group of volunteers. They have a definite set of project goals, yet in one place in 

the application mentions 6-7 hands on activities, while another place states 12 stations. Their proposed 

ways to measure progress is an inventory on arts and craft kits and supplies. I would suggest a record of 

pieces of art produced by each individual participant to be an interesting metric to track. Their budget is 

realistic and appropriate for the project and the primary use of the funds will be to subsidize stage 

performers. The match requirement is clearly demonstrated by sales of business, program ads, individual 

sponsorships, proceeds from a January fundraiser and a modest fee to crafters. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The organization has presented sufficient support materials, community involvement, and 

sponsorship to undertake and accomplish the project and goals. I appreciated the support materials which 

demonstrated that the organization has enough programming to engage it's audience of 40,000 plus 

people. I am certain the organization will be able to carry out a successful event. The proposal is thoughtful 

and the event is free to the public. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application provides evidence of artistic and cultural vibrancy 

- a diversity of activities is represented. Organizational Capacity - The application provides evidence of 

organizational capacity. Public Benefit - The application provides some evidence of public benefit; however, 

evidence of community engagement outside of attendance, volunteering and financial support was lacking. 

It is not clear from the application that the event's activities (current and new) are developed with specific 

community assets, needs or interests in mind. 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: Arts in Strongville's Day at the 

Chalet is accessible and inviting to its community and open to the public taking place at Cleveland 

Metroparks' Chalet Recreation area. Using knowledge of its community to drive its work, a Day at the Chalet 

is a big day for community/public service, mobilizing between 100 and 200 volunteers with the goal of 

encouraging interest in the arts for school aged children. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The organization 

engages a diverse team of arts and cultural professionals, qualified to complete the project. For 19 years, 

the organization has inspired its community to think creatively and provide arts education opportunities for 

as many children in the area as possible. Organizational Capacity: Arts in Strongville recruits and retains 

an engaged and diverse board of 9 members and an team of over 100 volunteers who are qualified and 

able to complete the project. CAC funds will be used to pay stage performers as well as cover arts and 

crafts supplies for the day, although the expenses for the CAC grant nor the overall expenses were itemized, 

I am confident that the organization will meet the match and successfully run the 19th year of a Day at the 

Chalet. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Applicant shows that the event is accessible to their whole community - which has been identified 

as the city of Strongsville. Indicates that they have engaged community partners like members of the local 

business community and local service organizations, etc. The event itself is catered towards youth of the 

city, but I don't see a strong indication of responsiveness to that community as there is no reference to 

incorporating a process of reflection to adapt programming to community interests. A variety of artistic 

disciplines are represented, the event will serve to expose young people to "diverse artistic genres", so this 

promotes cultural vibrancy. Organization appears to have organizational capacity to put on the event, plan 

effectively, and recruit/retain board members and volunteers. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

